
INTRODUCTION

For the traffic engineer, transportation is about moving cars along a 
circulation system comprised of a network of roadways.  Reduced congestion, 
efficient traffic speeds and proper turning movements at intersections, are 
the primary objectives of the traffic engineer.  Transportation, however, is 
more than moving cars along roadways.  Lewis Mumford probably described 
transporation best when he said:

“The purpose of transportation is to bbring people and goods to places 
where they are needed, and to concentrate the greatest variety of 
goods and people within a limited area, in order to widen the possiblity 
of choice without making it necessary to travel.  A good transportation 
system minimizes unnecessary transporation; and any any event, it 
offers change of spped and mode to fit a diversity of human purposes.” 
(x)  

Maximizing connectivity, encouraging the use of alternative modes of 
transportation and promoting walking and bicycling is a cornerstone of the 
Circulation and Transportation Element of Southwest Exeter Specific Plan.  
The Element has been designed to achieve maximum connectivity throughout 
the planning area as well as with Exeter at-large.  Further, the Element 
proposes to facilitate the use of various transportation systems available to 
persons living in Exeter, including Exeter’s Dial-a-Ride, Tulare County Transit’s 
intra-city bus system and Visalia’s City Coach transit service.  These systems 
will allow persons to utilize public transportation to travel to locations in 
Exeter and to neighboring cities like Visalia and Porterville.

Early city design had streets arranged in grid patterns, typically running 
east/west and north/south.  Blocks were relatively short and street frontage 
for buildings was maximized.  In the the 1930’s, the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) published Planning Neighborhoods for Small Houses 
wherein the cul-de-sac street was encouraged and the grid pattern was 
discouraged.  What planners and traffic engineers have since discovered with 
the shift away from the grid pattern is that it is difficult to get from one 
location to another thereby using more gas, generating more air pollution and 
wasting more time.  The Specific Plan’s circulation design will utilize a “grid” 
street pattern that implements the objectives best described in a Connectivity 
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Ordinance (1999) adopted by Cary, North Carolina, which states:

“The purpose of the Ordinance is to support the creation of a highly 
connected transportation system within the Town in order to provide 
choices for drivers, bicyclists, and pedestrians; promote walking and 
cycling; connect neighborhoods to each other and to local destinations 
such as schools, parks, and shopping centers; reduce vehicle miles of 
travel and travel times; improve air quality; reduce emergency response 
times; increase effectiveness of municipal service deliverer; and free up 
arterial capacity to better serve regional long distance travel needs.”

The Circulation and Transportation Element has also been designed to 
maximize pedestrian connectivity using sidewalks and bike paths and to insure 
that persons using these routes can do so safely, especially school-aged 
children.  These pedestrian improvements link housing to schools, parks, and 
shopping centers.  They also provide opportunities for people to interact with 
each other as well as improve their health.  As an added benefit, walking and 
bicycling instead of driving also improves air quality.   

circulation
 
Arterial Streets

The planning area encompasses only one arterial roadway - Visalia Road.  This 
four-lane roadway, which has a planned right-of-way of 84 feet, links Exeter 
with the cities of Farmersville and Visalia to the west. Four north/south 
roadways will connect Visalia Road to the planning area that lies to the south.

Visalia Road will provide two lanes in each direction, turn pockets at selected 
intersections, a 12-foot landscaped median, and two, 5-foot sidewalks with 
adjoining parkways.  Chapter Ten, Design Guidelines and Development 
Standards, illustrates the appearance of this arterial roadway.

Collector streets

The planning area is laced with collector roadways.  They form the core of the 
planning area’s grid street system.  The north/south collectors include Elberta 
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Road, Belmont Avenue, and two unnamed boulevards; the east/west collectors 
will include Fairway Drive, Maple Avenue, Chestnut Avenue, Firebaugh Avenue, 
Powell Avenue, two unnamed avenues and Glaze Avenue. 

The collectors are generally two-lane roadways that have a planned right-of-
way width that ranges from 60 to 80 feet.  They link one part of the 
planning area to another thereby permiting the free flow of vehicular, 
pedestrian and bike traffic.   

Collectors provide for one travel lane in each direction, two 7-foot tree-lined 
parkways, and two 5-foot sidewalks.  Class III bike lanes are permitted along 
all collectors.

Two north/south collectors, Jacobs Place Boulevard and an unnamed boulevard, 
will have street cross-sections that vary from the standard collector 
roadway.  These boulevards will commit one travel lane in each direction, two 
7-foot landscaped parkways, a 20-foot landscaped median and two 5-foot 
sidewalks.  They also wide enough will permit a Class III bike lane.

Glaze Avenue and Elberta Road will serve as a truck route.  Trucks entering 
or leaving Exeter will use this route to drive around the planning area rather 
than through it.
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boulevards proposed for the 
planning area will look
similar to this boulevard  in 
Redlands, California.



Chapter Ten, Design Guidelines and Development Standards, contains 
illustrations that details the design features of these collector roadways.

Local Streets

Local streets link residential blocks to the planning area’s larger collector 
roadway system.  Local streets are often short, narrow, and carry less 
through traffic than collector roadways.  Some of these streets will be cul-
de-sacs while others may be only one block long.  Local streets are two-lane 
roadways that have a planned right-of-way width that ranges from 52 to 56  
feet.  They allow vehicular and pedestrian traffic to move through local 
residential blocks.    

Local streets will provide for one travel lane in each direction, two 7-foot 
landscaped parkways, and two 5-foot sidewalks.  Chapter Ten, Design 
Guidelines and Development Standards, contains illustrations that details the 
design features of the local roadways.

LANEs

Lanes, also known as alleys, will link garages constructed at the rear of  
residential units to the local street system.  These lanes are only intended to 
serve the blocks of residential units that have rear-loaded garages.  Lanes 
will permit two-way traffic but are very narrow in width, 20 feet.  Chapter 
Ten, Design Guidelines and Development Standards, contains illustrations that 
details the design features of the lanes.
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Sidewalks 
The width of a sidewalk should be in direct proportion to the number of users.  
A three foot wide sidewalk is adequate for one person, however, if two persons 
wish to comfortably walk side by side a 5-foot sidewalk should be required 
according to Anton Clarence Nelessen in his book Visions for a New American 
Dream (1994).  Around neighborhood parks a 6-foot sidewalk is recommended 
because many types of users could be using the sidewalk at any given time, 
including persons walking, skateboarding or pushing a baby stroller. 

Locust-grove trail

The Locust-Grove Ditch, operated by Consolidated Peoples Ditch Company, 
flows south from Visalia Road to Glaze Avenue (parallel to Belmont Road) and 
then west along the Glaze Avenue alignment to the Elberta Avenue alignment. 
At this point, the Ditch leaves the planning area and flows south.  
Consolidated Peoples Ditch maintains a 40-foot easement along this waterway.

The Specific Plan requires that the Locust-Grove Ditch be channeled to an 
underground concrete pipe as development occurs adjacent to the ditch.    
Over the piped ditch and within the District’s 40-foot easement, the Locust-
Grove Trail will be constructed.  This Trail will permit persons to walk or ride 
a bike from one end of the planning area to the other with minimal 
interference from motorized vehicles.  The Trail will contain an 8-foot curve-
linear asphalt pathway, pedestrian-scaled lighting, xerophytic landscaping 
with irrigation and raised crosswalks where the Trail crosses a roadway.
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This lane or alley in Exeter has been 
softened by requiring landscaping at the
rear of the house.



Medians, Roundabouts, Bulbouts, entryways and  crosswalks 
Medians, which are raised islands in the middle of a street, are a design 
feature that has many benefits.  It can slow down traffic because motorists 
tend to drive slower when the travel lane is narrower, it separates opposing  
traffic thereby minimizing head-on collisions,  it provides a safe haven for 
pedestrians crossing the street, its an aesthetic feature when planted with 
street trees, and it can be informative when installed with street signs.  
Negative issues associated with medians include potential u-turns at the end 
of medians, cost of construction and maintenance, in delay in response times 
of public safety vehicles.

Medians are proposed for Visalia Road, Elberta Avenue and the two 
north/south boulevards that traverse the planning area.  Chapter Ten, Design 
Guidelines and Development Standards, contains illustrations that details the 
design features of these roadways that contain medians.

  

This median on the campus of Loyola-Marymont College in California provides for safer traffic 
movement and is also a visually pleasing feature.
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Like medians, roundabouts are an improvement in the middle of an intersection 
at promotes safer traffic movements - avoiding head-on and broadside 
collisions.  In addition, roundabouts reduce vehicular air emissions because 
traffic entering a roundabout intersection is required to slow down and merge 
rather than coming to a complete stop and then proceeding through the 
intersection.  Roundabouts can also serve as a design element.  Roundabouts 
that contain specimen trees can add interest, color and shade to the 
streetscape thereby making the street more visually pleasing.  The negative 
aspects of roundabouts include confusion regarding right-of-way, cost of 
construction and maintenance, and delay in response times of public safety 
vehicles.

Roundabouts come in different dimensions and designs based on the type and 
sizes of roadways entering the intersection.  Tentatively, there are nine 
roundabouts identified in the planning area.  Three are located in a 
commercial/high density residential district and six are located in residential 
districts.   

Bulbouts are intersection improvements that reduce the width of the  travel 
way through a intersection.  The pedestrian is safer because the distance to 
cross the street in reduced.  As an added benefit, vehicular traffic typically 
slows down because the travel way is narrower.  Many bulbouts are designed 
so that the crosswalk is constructed with a different pavement material 
(concrete versus asphalt) or color.  This modification alerts the motorist that 
pedestrian traffic is common at these intersections.   

Entryway treatments are roadway and wall improvements that distinguish the 
enterance into a subdivision, neighborhood or shopping center.  Treatments 
include narrowed travel way with a landscaped median and parkways.  Other 
treatments include specimen trees, unique wall and pavement material, and 
attractive signage.  These treatments slow down traffic and serve as an 
indicator that the pedestrian or driver is entering a special place.  These 
improvements can be costly to install and maintain and they can eliminate on-
street parking stalls.   

A raised crosswalk is a flat-topped speed bump that extends from curb line 
to curb line and are typically uniquely marked or treated with special paving 
material or textures.  They slow traffic down and provide a safer crossing for 
pedestrians or bicyclists.  These raised crosswalks will be utilized where 
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streets cross the Locust-Grove Trail.  

school safety improvements

School-aged children’s safety as they travel to and from school should be an 
important consideration in the design of the planning area, the planning area’s 
school(s) and the circulation improvements that will be installed around a 
school.  

The Specific Plan has provided trails and sidewalks that link the planning 
area’s school site with balance of the planning area.  Traffic calming 
improvements around the school will also be installed, including raised 
crosswalks, bulbouts and medians.  The design of the school should provide (1) 
pick-up and drop-off zones that do not cause unsafe traffic conditions, such 
as parents double-parking or dropping children off on the side of the street 
opposite the school; (2) a separate bus drop-off zone; (3) high visibility school 
zone signs; (4) high visibility crosswalks and (5) multiple access points for 
pedestrians and bicyclists to enter the school grounds.    

Transit

Three types of public transportation are available to persons living in Exeter,   
Exeter’s Dial-a-Ride, Tulare County Transit’s bus system and Visalia’s City 
Coach transit service.  These systems allow persons to travel to locations in 
Exeter and to neighboring cities like Visalia and Porterville.

Exeter’s Dial-a-Ride operates within the city limits of Exeter, five days per 
week from the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The system runs two buses - 
an 18-passenger bus that operates from the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and a 16-passenger bus that operates from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Tulare County’s intra-city bus system stops in Exeter four times per day as it 
travels from Visalia through Farmerville and Exeter to Porterville.

Visalia’s City Coach provides bus service to persons wishing to travel to Visalia 
for shopping, medical or other reasons.  Currently, this system operates seven 
days a week between the hours of 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 p.m.  
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An effective public transportation system is beneficial both to the public and 
the environment.  For persons who do not drive or can not afford a vehicle, an 
efficient bus system allows them to travel to various destinations for 
shopping, medical or social reasons.  Also, persons utilizing a public 
transportation system have less of an impact on the air environment than 
persons driving their own vehicle.   

An effective public transportation system is dependent upon a number of 
factors, including cost, bus appearance, schedule, convenience, and bus  
facilities.  Most of these factors are outside the control of this Specific Plan, 
but convenience and bus facilities can be influenced by the Plan.  For 
convenience, the Specific Plan proposes to locate four bus stops in the 
planning area, equally spaced and located on an arterial or collector roadway.  
Waiting for a bus can be uncomfortable if it is hot or it is raining.  To insure 
that that the wait is a relatively comfortable, bus stops will be covered and 
designed to be consistent with the architecture of adjacent development. 

The Specific Plan has also designated a “park and ride” site where persons 
could meet to carpool to work.  As gasoline prices increase so will the interest 
in carpooling. 
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