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10:  INTRODUCTION 
 

The design guidelines and development standards 
for the Southwest Exeter Specific Plan are 
intended to insure that the physical development of 
the planning area is designed and built in a manner 
that provides visual continuity and interest; 
promotes the public’s health, safety and welfare; 
and implements the planning  goals, objectives and 
policies cited in the Specific Plan. 
 

purpose 
     

The guidelines and standards have been created 
for the benefit of designers, architects or  
developers as a set of instructions and examples 
for the construction and installation of 
improvements in the planning area.  These 
standards and guidelines are not absolute, but are 
intended to implement the design principals outlined 
in the Specific Plan.  A significant deviation from 
these requirements could create a development 
product that could fall below the expectations of 
the community.  These guidelines and standards will 
be used by Exeter’s design review committee, 
planning commission and city council to evaluate the 
project’s consistency with the goals, objectives, 
policies and actions contained in the Specific Plan.  
A project that is consistent with the guidelines and 
standards of the Specific Plan is more likely to 
receive approval than one that deviates 
significantly from these standards. 
 
Development standards will generally refer to the 
dimensions, type, or location of an improvement, 

A project that is consistent 
with the guidelines and 
standards of the Specific 
Plan is more likely to 
receive approval than one 
that deviates significantly 
from these standards. 
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while the design guidelines will delineate a general 
design concept or objective that should be achieved 
through the design of a project. 
 
 
 
  

DESIGN GOALS, objectives 
and policies OF THE 
SOUTHWEST EXETER 
SPECIFIC PLAN 
 

The Southwest Exeter Specific Plan is a design 
oriented planning document.  Exeter believes that 
numerous planning problems can be resolved 
through good design.  In fact, the goal of the 
Southwest Exeter Specific Plan is to: 
 

  “Through design and policy create an 
integrated neighborhood of housing, 
parks, schools, offices and shopping 
centers that is pedestrian-oriented, 
visually uplifting, conservation-minded, 
effectively served with infrastructure 
and public services and is respectful of 
Exeter’s past and present values.” 

 
The design objectives of the Specific Plan are to: 
 
6. Create opportunities for new, well-designed 

commercial and residential development, and  
7. Guide development within the planning area 

in a manner that is consistent with Exeter’s 
community values and historical past. 

 

 
Supporting Policies 

 
Policy 9.   Development in the planning area 
should reflect an architectural theme or style, 
using common building materials or design 
elements that relate to Exeter’s historical past, 
thereby creating a "sense of place." 
 
Policy 15.  The planning area should be well-
lighted, colorful, interesting and cool during 
the summer, and it should be built with local 
building materials (granite, brick, native rock) 
and where possible, incorporate water 
features.   
 
Policy 16.  Streets in the planning area should 
effectively connect one neighborhood to 
another and to the community at-large. They 
should also be visually-pleasing; they should 
provide for bike and pedestrian traffic; and 
they should be designed so that they are safe 
and form a grid pattern to improve 
connectivity. 
 
Policy 21.  Building and non-building 
improvements designed for and constructed 
within the planning area should incorporate 
the design principles that form the foundation 
of the Southwest Exeter Specific Plan, 
including connectivity, conservation, context 
and good urban design. 
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The policies of the Southwest Exeter Specific Plan 
that implement the above-mentioned goal and 
objectives, and support the guidelines and 
standards detailed this chapter are listed to the 
right. 
  
 
 

 
design guidelines and 
development standards 
 

Design guidelines and development standards will 
be applicable to all building and non-building 
improvements constructed in the planning area.  
They should frame the design approach used on all 
development.    
 
Building improvements will encompass those physical 
features in the planning area  that are located on 
private property including buildings and their site 
improvements. These structures will generally fall 
into five categories: single family residential, multi-
family residential, commercial and office, schools 
and parks. 
 
Non-building improvements will encompass those 
physical features in a neighborhood that are within 
the public rights-of-way.  These types of 
improvements are visible to persons traveling past 
or through the planning area.  They are typically a 
persons first visual encounter with the planning 
area - a street tree, an entryway feature, a street 
light or a wall that lines a street.  These types of 
improvements will not include sewer, water or storm 
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drainage lines, utility lines or telephone lines given 
that they are generally placed underground.   
 
The appearance of these two types of 
improvements can leave the visitor or resident with 
a positive image of the planning area, or one that is 
unmemorable or negative.  It is the objective of 
this Specific Plan to create a lasting visual image 
for persons living in or traveling through the 
planning area.   
 

 
 
 
chapter organization 
 

The design guidelines and development standards 
are divided into three sections -   1) general site 
design; 2) building and site improvements and 3) 
non-building improvements, like roadways, 
sidewalks, medians, roundabouts, bulbouts, street 
crosswalks, trails and entryway features.    
   
The guidelines and standards will provide narrative 
and illustrations that will assist developers with the 
design and construction of improvements in the 
planning area.  These guidelines should be given due 
consideration by developers in that they are 
intended to implement the design principals 
detailed in the Specific Plan.  These directives can 
not cover every potential development situation in 
the planning area, however, they should provide 
enough guidance for a developer or public entity 
building a project in the planning area. 
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I. General Site Design 
 
A.   Each development should consider the 

characteristics of the site and its 
surroundings prior to developing a site plan.  
For example, the project should take 
advantage of views - Sierras, farmland and/or 
the Locust-Grove Trail - offered by the site.  
Conversely, the proposed project should not 
pose impacts like noise or traffic on 
neighboring land uses.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.   Two or more points of vehicular 

ingress/egress should be provided for each 
development project so as to promote 
“connectivity” with surrounding properties.  
Further, the project should be linked with 
the planning area’s larger pedestrian system, 
which could involve installation of sidewalks, 
bikepaths, trails, or pedestrian access points.   

 
C. The development project should be oriented 

so that it has an “on-street presence”.  In 
other words, from the street, persons should 
be able to discern the front of the building.  
This treatment can be achieved through 
architectural design, landscaping, entryway 
improvements or other types of design 
features.   

 

Streets should be oriented to take 
advantage of views of the Sierra Nevada. 

A well-connected subdivision (above) 
promotes walkability and cycling, versus 
a poorly connected subdivision, heavy 
with cul-de-sacs (below). 
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D. Development should be designed to conserve 
resources.  Design measures that should be 
employed by the developer include proper 
orientation of buildings and installation of 
deciduous trees to promote passive solar 
objectives; planting of xerophytic plants to 
encourage water conservation; implementation 
of grading and drainage designs that reduce 
storm water runoff; incorporation of public 
transit  improvements that will promote the 
use of public transportation and less reliance 
of private vehicles; and integration of solid 
waste recycling measures that foster 
recycling and reuse. 

 
6. Exeter is proud of its history and appearance. 

Context should be an important principle in the 
developer’s design of a project.  The use of “off 
the shelf” or “corporate franchise” plans should 
be discouraged. 

 
F.   The internal traffic circulation of a project 

should be designed to avoid awkward turning 
or parking maneuvers, traffic stacking on 
travelways entering or exiting the site, and 
difficult driving patterns for delivery trucks 
and solid waste vehicles. 

 
G.   The choice of landscaping material that 

surrounds a development should be compatible 
with the use of the building and its 
architecture and climate appropriate.  

 
 
 
 
  
 

Subdivisions designed with east-west 
trending streets result in homes designed 
to take advantage of passive and active 
solar energy opportunities. 
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II. Buildings and SITE 
improvements 

 
A.   General Building Design, Excluding Single 

Family Residential 
 

1.   All buildings and their associated 
improvements, like fences, walls, trash 
enclosures, bus arbors, lights, etc. 
should exhibit a cohesive architectural 
style. 

 
2.   All walls of buildings that face a public 

street should be provided with 
architectural articulation.  This 
articulation will insure that the view 
from the public right-of-way will not be 
“bland or boring” but as attractive as 
the front of the building.  Articulation 
can involve window and door openings, 
ornamentation, cornice, bulkhead and 
parapet treatments, awnings, etc. 

 
3.   Exterior treatment of buildings should 

consider materials that have been 
historically used in Exeter - native rock 
or brick. 

 
8. All exterior building treatments should 

incorporate the following design features - a 
defined bulkhead, parapet and cornice; a 
variation in wall planes and roof lines; 
appropriate colors, textures and exterior 
building materials; well defined entryways; and 
a “focal” point feature.   

 
B. Single Family Residential 
 

Walls that face a public street should be 
provided with architectural articulation – the 
use of insets, windows, cornices and parapet 
treatments can all combine to make for an 
interesting and lively urban environment. 

Cottage Homes 
Architectural Style 
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1.   Cottage Homes 
 

a.   Cottage homes shall be generally 
defined as homes that are built on 
lots that are between 5,000 and 
6,000 square feet in size.  This 
small lot feature will make this 
type of home more affordable. 

 
b.   Cottage home development can 

employ unique design strategies, 
including zero-lot-line, rear-
loaded, or wide-shallow lot design. 

 
c.   Cottage home development shall 

incorporate an architectural 
theme that is indigenous to 
Exeter.  This design treatment 
will visually enhance the 
appearance of the home. 

 
d.   Cottage homes shall incorporate 

front porches that have a 
minimum depth of six feet and a 
minimum length of ten feet.  This 
design standard will encourage 
residents to use this feature of 
their home. 

 
e.   All garages shall be constructed a 

minimum of ten feet behind the 
front face of a cottage home in 
order to “show case” the 
architectural style of the home.  
The front yard setback on these 
homes should be staggered to 
create an interesting streetscape.   

 

Architectural styles shall be reflective of 
Exeter’s history.  Styles such as Craftsman, 
Spanish and Tudor are preferred.  See Appendix 
“A” for additional information. 

Craftsman 

Spanish 

Tudor 



  
Ten :  design guidel ines and development 

standards 
 
 

 
 

10-9 

f.   All front yard fences and 
corresponding gates shall be 
architecturally consistent with 
the design of the cottage home.  
This design feature will visually 
enhance the appearance of the 
home. 

 
g.   Seventy-five percent of all 

garages shall be located on the 
west side of a home that fronts 
onto an east/west roadway, and on 
the north side of a home that 
fronts onto a north/south 
roadway.  This locational feature 
will conserve energy. 

 
h.   All ground-mounted 

heating/cooling units shall be 
located on the east side of a home 
that fronts onto an east/west 
roadway, and on the north side of 
a home that fronts onto a 
north/south roadway. This 
locational feature will conserve 
energy. 

 
i.   Not more than fifty percent of 

the front yard landscaping shall 
be devoted to turf.  Shrubs 
planted in the front yard shall be 
drought-tolerant species.  These 
design features will conserve 
water. 

 
j.   All parkways shall be seven feet 

wide, shall be depressed and shall 
be provided with a drip irrigation 
line that runs from the adjoining 

N

Garage

75% of garages shall be placed on the west 
side of the dwelling on homes fronting on 
east/west streets, and on the north side of the 
dwelling for homes facing north/south streets 

Garage Orientation 
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home to the parkway.  Parkways 
will be planted with a deciduous 
street tree found on the 
Southwest Exeter Specific Plan 
Street Tree List.  The parkway 
will be covered with mulch; turf 
will not be permitted.  This design 
feature will conserve water and 
reduce storm water runoff. 

 
k.   Residents are encouraged to plant 

deciduous trees on the south and 
west sides of their home.  This 
locational design feature will 
conserve energy. 

 
l.   All homes shall be equipped with 

two rain barrels that are 
connected to the homes gutter 
system.  These features will 
conserve water and  reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff. 

 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N

Shade Trees 

Shade trees should be planted on south and 
western exposures.  This helps to promote 
cooling during hot summer months. 
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2.   Traditional Neighborhood Homes 

 
a.   Traditional neighborhood homes 

shall be generally defined as 
homes that are built on lots that 
that range from 6,000 to 10,000 
square feet in size.    

 
b.   Traditional neighborhood home 

development shall incorporate an 
architectural theme that is 
indigenous to Exeter.  This design 
feature will visually enhance the 
appearance of the home. 

 
c.   Traditional neighborhood homes 

shall incorporate front porches 
that have a minimum depth of six 
feet and a minimum length of ten 
feet.  This will encourage the 
residents to use this feature of 
their home. 

 
d.   All garages shall be constructed a 

minimum of ten feet behind the 
front face of a traditional 
neighborhood home in order to 
“show case” the architectural 
style of the home.  The front yard 
setback on these homes should be 

Traditional Homes 
Architectural Style 

Craftsman 

Spanish 

Tudor 
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staggered to create an interesting 
streetscape.   

   
e.   All front yard fences and 

corresponding gates shall be 
architecturally consistent with 
the design of the traditional 
neighborhood home.  This design 
feature will visually enhance the 
appearance of the home. 

 
f.   Seventy-five percent of all 

garages shall be located on the 
west side of a home that fronts 
onto an east/west roadway, and on 
the north side of a home that 
fronts onto a north/south 
roadway.  This locational feature 
will conserve energy. 

 
g.   All ground-mounted 

heating/cooling units shall be 
located on the east side of a home 
that fronts onto an east/west 
roadway, and on the north side of 
a home that fronts onto a 
north/south roadway. This 
locational feature will conserve 
energy. 

 
h.   Not more than fifty percent of 

the front yard landscaping shall 
be devoted to turf.  Shrubs 
planted in the front yard shall be 
drought-tolerant species.  These 
design features will conserve 
water. 

 

Architectural styles shall be reflective of 
Exeter’s history.  Styles such as Craftsman, 
Spanish and Tudor are preferred. 

Not more than fifty percent 
of the front yard 
landscaping shall be 
devoted to turf. 
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i.   All parkways shall be seven feet 
wide, shall be depressed and shall 
be provided with a drip irrigation 
line that runs from the adjoining 
home to the parkway.  Parkways 
will be planted with a deciduous 
street tree found on the 
Southwest Exeter Specific Plan 
Street Tree List.  The parkway 
will be covered with mulch; turf 
will not be permitted.  This design 
feature will conserve water and 
reduce storm water runoff. 

 
j.   Residents are encouraged to plant 

deciduous trees on the south and 
west sides of their home.  This 
locational design feature will 
conserve energy. 

 
k.   All homes shall be equipped with 

two rain barrels that are 
connected to the homes gutter 
system.  These features will 
conserve water and  reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff. 

 
     

  3.  Estate Homes 
 

a.   Estate homes shall be generally 
defined as homes that reside on 
lots that exceed 10,000 square 
feet in size.    

 
b.   All garages shall be constructed a 

minimum of ten feet behind the 
front face of an estate home in 
order to “show case” the design of 
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the home.  The front yard setback 
on these homes should be 
staggered to create an interesting 
streetscape.   

   
c.   All front yard fences and 

corresponding gates shall be 
architecturally consistent with 
the design of the home.  This 
design feature will visually 
enhance the appearance of the 
home. 

 
d.   Seventy-five percent of all 

garages shall be located on the 
west side of a home that fronts 
onto an east/west roadway, and on 
the north side of a home that 
fronts onto a north/south 
roadway.  This locational feature 
will conserve energy. 

 
e.   All ground-mounted 

heating/cooling units should be 
located on the east side of a 
dwelling that fronts onto an 
east/west roadway, and on the 
north side of a home that fronts 
onto a north/south roadway. This 
locational feature will conserve 
energy. 

 
f.   Not more than fifty percent of 

the front yard landscaping shall 
be devoted to turf.  Shrubs 
planted in the front yard shall be 
drought-tolerant species.  These 
design features will conserve 
water. 

Traditional Homes 
Architectural Style 

Parkways shall be 7 feet wide, depressed to accept
storm and irrigation drainage and planted with decidu-
ous street trees

7'

Parkways 
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g.   All parkways shall be seven feet 

wide, shall be depressed and shall 
be provided with a drip irrigation 
line that runs from the adjoining 
home to the parkway.  Parkways 
will be planted with a deciduous 
street tree found on the 
Southwest Exeter Specific Plan 
Street Tree List.  The parkway 
will be covered with mulch; turf 
will not be permitted.  This design 
feature will conserve water and 
reduce storm water runoff. 

 
h.   Residents are encouraged to plant 

deciduous trees on the south and 
west sides of their home.  This 
locational design feature will 
conserve energy.  

 
i.   All homes shall be equipped with 

two rain barrels that are 
connected to the homes gutter 
system.  These features will 
conserve water and  reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff. 

 
C. Multi-Family Residential 
 

1.   Duplex, Tri-Plex and Four-Plex Units 
 

a.   Duplex, tri-plex and four-plex 
units shall occupy lots that 
provide a minimum area of 3,000 
square feet of lot area per 
dwelling unit. 

 
Duplex, tri-plex and four-
plex development can 
employ unique design 
strategies, including zero-
lot-line, rear-loaded, or 
wide-shallow lot designs 
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b.   Duplex, tri-plex and four-plex 
development can employ unique 
design strategies, including zero-
lot-line, rear-loaded, or wide-
shallow lot designs. 

 
c.   Duplex, tri-plex and four-plex 

development shall incorporate an 
architectural theme that is 
indigenous to Exeter.  This design 
feature will visually enhance the 
appearance of the dwelling unit. 

 
d.   Duplex, tri-plex and four-plex 

development shall incorporate 
front porches that have a 
minimum depth of five feet and a 
minimum length of eight feet. This 
design feature will encourage the 
residents to use their porch. 

 
e.   All garages or carports shall be 

constructed ten feet behind the 
front face of a duplex, tri-plex 
and four-plex unit in order to 
“show case” the architectural 
style of the dwelling unit.   

 
f.   All front yard fences and 

corresponding gates shall be 
architecturally consistent with 
the design of the dwelling unit.  
This design feature will visually 
enhance the appearance of the 
dwelling unit. 

 
g.   All garages or carports shall be 

located on the west side of a 
dwelling unit that fronts onto an 
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east/west roadway, and on the 
north side of the dwelling that 
fronts onto a north/south 
roadway.  This locational feature 
will conserve energy. 

 
h.   All ground-mounted 

heating/cooling units shall be 
located on the east side of a 
dwelling unit that fronts onto an 
east/west roadway, and on the 
north side of a dwelling that 
fronts onto a north/south 
roadway. This locational feature 
will conserve energy. 

 
i.   Not more than fifty percent of 

the front yard landscaping shall 
be devoted to turf.  Shrubs 
planted in the front yard shall be 
drought-tolerant species.  These 
design features will conserve 
water. 

 
j.   All parkways shall be seven feet 

wide, shall be depressed and shall 
be provided with a drip irrigation 
line that runs from the adjoining 
home to the parkway.  Parkways 
will be planted with a deciduous 
street tree found on the 
Southwest Exeter Specific Plan 
Street Tree List.  The parkway 
will be covered with mulch; turf 
will not be permitted.  This design 
feature will conserve water and 
reduce storm water runoff. 
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k.   Landlords are encouraged to plant 
deciduous trees on the south and 
west sides of the dwelling.  This 
locational design feature will 
conserve energy. 

 
l.   All dwelling units shall be equipped 

with rain barrels that are 
connected to the dwellings gutter 
system.  These features will 
conserve water and  reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff. 

   
 

2.   Apartments/Condominiums 
 

a.   Apartment/condominium  
development should utilize 
architectural styles that are 
native and traditional to Exeter.  
These styles are detailed in the 
Single Family Residential design 
guidelines.   

 
b.   Regardless of size or number of 

units, apartment/condominium 
projects should be designed to 
integrate into the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

    
c.   Dwelling units should be "pulled 

forward" on the lot, towards the 
street, with parking to the rear.  
This helps apartment / 
condominium projects better 
harmonize with the existing 
streetscape and surrounding 
neighborhood. 

 

Street

Preferred

Existing dwellings
Existing dwellings

Units are pulled forward on the lot
to harmonize with existing
development pattern
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d.   Dwelling units fronting the street 
should include a front door facing 
the street. 

  
e.   Dwelling units with doors facing 

streets should include a front 
porch with a minimum of six feet 
of depth and a minimum of eight 
feet of width. 

 
f.  All apartments/condominium 

development should incorporate 
the following elements: 

 
1.  Varied front setbacks within the 

same structure with staggered 
unit plans. 

 
2.  Varied roof lines (especially where 

the building exceeds 20 feet in 
height).  Roof lines of large 
buildings should be varied to 
reduce apparent scale and mass.  
Use of overhanging eves, parapet 

Varied Setbacks

Varied Roof Line
Front doors
face street

Useable Front
Porches
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wall details and three dimensional 
cornice treatments can enhance 
character of the roof line area. 

  
3.  Use reverse building plans to add 

variety.   
 
4.  A maximum of two adjacent units 

with identical exterior colors. 
 
5.   Exterior walls on single story 

dwelling units that face a street 
should contain a base treatment 
and a wall of a contrasting 
material; exterior walls of a two-
story dwelling shall be 
constructed of two different 
building materials and/or painted 
with two different colors.  

 
f.  Stairways should be designed as 

an integral part of the overall 
structure and should incorporate 
materials used in the main 
building.  Exposed "Motel-style" 
prefabricated stairways composed 
of concrete and open wrought-iron 
railing is discouraged.  Common 
stairways should be designed to 
serve a limited number of units. 

Stairways should be designed as an integral part of the overal structure

Preferred
Discouraged

Stairs

Stairs

Stairways 
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g.  Accessory structures such as club 

houses, equipment buildings, and 
trash enclosures should be 
architecturally treated to be 
consistent with main buildings. 

 
h.  Large roof mounted equipment is 

prohibited except in select in-fill 
type projects where space is 
critical.  Where necessitated such 
equipment  should be screened 
from view through the use of 
parapets or screening that 
complement the architectural 
character of the building. 

 
i.  Exterior lighting should be 

designed to complement the 
overall architectural character of 
the site and should be shielded 
from neighboring properties. 
Utilitarian light fixtures are 
discouraged.  

 
j.  Apartment/condominium 

developments should be well 
landscaped, ideally incorporating 
an appropriate combination of 
turf, shrubs and shade trees.  Not 
more than fifty percent of the 
landscaped area should be 
composed of turf; xerophytic 
shrubs should be utilized as well 
as tree species where possible.  

 
k.  Utilize landscaping to enhance a 

sense of security and maintain 
street visibility of doors and 

Exterior lighting should be designed to 
complement the overall architectural 
character of the site 

Outdoor Lighting 
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windows and visibility from within 
the development. 

 
l.  Consider planting native varieties 

of spiny or thorny plants below 
ground-floor windows to 
discourage unwanted access. 

m.   Apartment/condominium 
developments shall be equipped 
with  rain barrels that are 
connected to the complex’s gutter 
system.  This feature will 
conserve water and  reduce the 
volume of storm water runoff. 

 
     

D. Commercial and Office Buildings 
 

1.   These types of development 
should avoid “box-like” designs.  
All walls that face a public right-
of-way should be attractive and 
interesting.  The design of these 
developments should emphasize 
the building’s appearance and de-
emphasize the visibility of the 
parking lot.  This can be achieved 
with landscaping, by locating the 
parking lot to the side or behind 
the building or by providing 
smaller multiple parking lots 
rather than one large parking lot. 

 
2.   These types of development 

should be pedestrian-oriented by: 
 
a.   providing pedestrian and bike 

path improvements that 
connect to the planning area’s 

Preferred 
Variety in façade and 
roofline  

Discouraged 
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larger pedestrian system, and 
installing permanent bike 
racks. 

 
b.   providing pedestrian access 

points, allowing persons to 
travel from the subject 
property to adjacent 
properties. 

 
c.   providing a formal pedestrian 

pathway from the parking lot 
to the building complex. 

 
3.   These types of development 

should contain “focal point” 
features, such as a plaza, 
fountain, roundabout, tower, tree-
lined entryway, or public art. 

 
9. All freight loading/unloading zones, storage 

areas, and mechanical equipment should be 
screened from the public’s view. 

 
5.   Building design should be concert 

with Exeter’s historical past.  
While these guidelines and 
standards do not require an 
architectural theme for 
commercial and office buildings, 
there should be some type of 
identifiable architectural style 
that is reflected in the project. 

 
6.   These types of development 

should have signage that is 
mounted flush on each building.  
All freestanding signs shall be 

Ped walk
Ped walk

Retail Commercial
Re

ta
il C

om
m

er
cia

l

SITE PLAN

STREET
ST

R
EE

T

Pedestrian Plaza
Sitting/Dining

Large Display
Windows

Large Display
Windows

This graphic illustrates a dynamic 
commercial shopping center design on a 
corner lot.  The buildings are “pulled” 
forward on the lot with parking “pushed” 
to the rear.  A pedestrian connection leads 
from the parking lot to the street corner, 
where a pedestrian plaza invites shoppers 
to spend time outdoors. 
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monument signs with a defined 
base. 

 
 
E. Schools 
 

1.    All walls of a school that face a public 
right-of-way should be attractive and 
interesting.  The design of these 
developments should emphasize the 
building’s appearance and de-emphasize 
the visibility of accessory structures, 
like parking lots, the cafeteria, offices 
and bus unloading zones.    

 
2.   Schools should be pedestrian-oriented 

by: 
 

a.   providing pedestrian and bike path 
improvements that connect the 
school to the planning area’s 
larger pedestrian system, and 
installing permanent bike racks. 

 
b.   providing pedestrian access 

points, allowing school-aged 
children to travel from the school 
to adjacent properties. 

 
c.   incorporating safe-route-to-

school improvements, including 
signage, well defined crosswalks, 
and off-street drop-off/pick-up 
zones. 

 
3.   Schools should contain a “focal point” 

feature - architectural ornamentation, 
specimen tree, statue, fountain, plaza, 
etc.  

Schools should contain a 
“focal point” feature - 
architectural 
ornamentation, specimen 
tree, statue, fountain, plaza, 
etc. 
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4. All accessory structures, storage areas, 

and mechanical equipment should be 
screened from the public’s view. 

 
5.   School buildings should be designed to 

be in concert with Exeter’s historical 
past.  While these guidelines and 
standards do not require an 
architectural theme for school 
buildings, there should be some type of 
identifiable architectural style that is 
reflected in the school project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
F. Parks 
 

1.    Parks should be centrally located and 
should be accessible and visible from 
adjacent neighborhoods. 

 
2.   Parks should have a duel use - open 

space and storm water detention.  
Detention basins should be aesthetically 
pleasing and should be integrated into 
the design of the park. 

 
3.   Parks should be designed to provide 

elevation grade changes in order to 
create a park that interesting and novel.  

 
4.   Parks should be designed to create 

visual images that involve colorful 
foliage; focal points using structures, 

Parks should be centrally located within the 
area they serve and homes should be situated to 
face onto the park – for increased security and 
visibility. 

Exeter High School has maintained the school’s 
early architectural style. 



  
Ten :  design guidel ines and development 

standards 
 
 

 
 

10-26 

trees or water features; and ample 
areas of shade.      

 
5. Parks should be designed for the 

pedestrian by installing a pedestrian and 
bike pathway system around and 
through the park.  All pedestrian 
pathways shall be lined with pedestrian 
lighting and bollards at the 
intersections. 

 
6. Parks should contain “focal point” 

features, such as a pond, fountain, 
arbor, grove of trees, outdoor 
amphitheater or public art. 

 
7.   Parks should be designed to 

accommodate and attract persons of 
different ages - children to seniors. 

 
8.   Park structures should be designed to 

be concert with Exeter’s historical past.  
While these guidelines and standards do 
not require an architectural theme, 
there should be some type of 
identifiable architectural style that is 
reflected in the park.   The design of 
accessory structures such as trash 
enclosures, trash receptacles, benches, 
arbors, restrooms, fences and walls, 
shall have a common design theme.  

 
9.   Park landscaping should employ water 

conservation measures such as the use 
of native drought tolerant plant species, 
minimizing turf areas, the use of mulch 
to preserve soil moisture, and the 
installation of innovative irrigation 
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systems that reduce the consumption of 
irrigation water. 

 
10.   On-street parking around the park 

should be permitted and encouraged. 


