
INTRODUCTION

Development in the Southwest Exeter Specific Plan planning area will require 
the installation of a wide array of infrastructure improvements.  These 
improvements will be designed, installed and maintained by the private sector, 
public entities, utility companies, and private companies involved in CATV, 
communications, and energy.   

storm drainage

The City of Exeter is responsible for planning, designing and managing storm 
water drainage in the planning area.  The City also coordinates its management 
of storm water drainage with Consolidated Peoples Ditch, the operator of 
Locust-Grove Ditch.  Consolidated Peoples Ditch does not permit direct 
discharge into Locust-Grove Ditch, however, it has permitted indirect discharge.  
As an example, Park Place Subdivision, located at the northeast corner of 
Glaze Avenue and Belmont Road, contains a park/pond basin.  Storm water is 
first collected in this basin during a storm event.  When the storm has passed, 
storm water is pumped from the basin into Locust-Grove Ditch.  This 
management approach insures that water entering the ditch has fewer 
contaminants than if allowed to flow directly into the ditch.  The detention of 
storm water in the basin insures that the flow capacity of the ditch is not 
exceeded, potentially causing downstream flooding.    

The City of Exeter intends to utilize a Low Impact Development (LID) approach 
in its management of storm water in the planning area.  This approach is 
designed to maximize on-site retention and infiltration prior to channeling runoff 
into the planning area’s system of gutters, drop inlets and pipes.  Runoff 
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entering the planning area’s pipe system will be channeled to one of four parks 
in the planning area.  These parks will contain a detention basin that will hold 
the storm water until a storm has passed.  When the storm has passed, the 
water in the basin will be discharged to the Locust-Grove Ditch.

Unger Park, located on the northeast corner of Belmont Road and Glaze Avenue in 
Exeter, serves as a park and a storm water detention basin.

To insure the storm water that is discharged into Locust-Grove Ditch is 
relatively free of contaminants, the City may want to consider installing a 
fountain in each basin to assist in the aeration of the water.

water
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The City of Exeter provides domestic water through a system of wells, pumps 
and distribution lines.  All of Exeter’s water comes from an underlying aquifer.  
Exeter’s wells have been pumping from groundwater depths ranging from 400 to 
600 feet; the standing water table in Exeter ranges from 60 to 80 feet.

Water will be distributed to the planning area through a network of eight, ten 
and twelve inch water lines.  These lines will be connected to four proposed 
wells, which will be located throughout the planning area.  Prior to installation 
of these domestic wells, test wells will be drilled to determine the optimum 
depth for water yield and quality.  In the past, Exeter has experienced 
contamination of wells with dibromochloropropane (DBCP), a chemical that was 
used to treat nematodes in the soil in the 50s and 60s.  Avoiding this 
contaminant, or a strata of water that is low yielding, is the purpose of drilling 
test wells.

The planning area’s water distribution system will be looped.  This design 
feature will insure that adequate water pressure is available throughout the 
planning area.  This is especially critical in regards to water pressure at the 
fire hydrants, which will be installed throughout the planning area.  Sufficient 
water pressure at a fire hydrant is critical when a fire department is fighting a 
fire.

sewer

The City of Exeter owns, operates and maintains its own wastewater 
treatment plant and collection system.  Currently, the city’s system serves 
developed areas within the city limits, as well as some development on the 
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fringe of the city. 

Wastewater will be collected from the planning area through a network of 
eight inch sewer lines.  These lines will be connected to existing 18-inch and  
36-inch sewer truck lines, located in Belmont Road.  These lines run south and 
west to Exeter’s wastewater treatment facility.  The sewer plan for the area 
also will include a future 12-inch collector line that will be installed in Elberta 
and will run south directly into the treatment plant.  In 2000, Exeter upgraded 
its treatment plant to increase its capacity from  1.07 to 2.14 million gallons 
per day (mgd).  The planning area’s sewer line system has been designed to 
avoid the use of lift stations, which are costly to install and maintain.

energy

Electrical energy will be supplied by Southern California Edison and natural 
gas by The Gas Company.  These lines will be installed underground for safety 
and aesthetic reasons.  The developer will be responsible for extending and/or 
installing these services in a development. 

communications 

Verizon will supply phone service to development in the planning area; CATV 
will be provided by Cox Communications.  These phone lines will be installed 
underground for safety and aesthetic reasons.  The developer will be 
responsible for extending and/or installing these services in a development.   
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